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What’s Your Response to Christmas?

 

The true enjoyment of Christmas is tied to our response to the Christ-child born in Bethlehem

2,000 years ago. When we read the Christmas story from the Bible, there are at least three ways

that we can respond to Him.

Preoccupation?

The innkeeper gave one response when Mary and Joseph wanted to find a safe place where the

baby could be born. The innkeeper wasn’t hostile, he wasn’t opposed to them, but his inn was

crowded. His hands were full; his mind was preoccupied.

 

This is the answer that millions of people are giving today. Like the Bethlehem innkeeper, they

can’t find room for Christ. Other crowding interests already take up all the accommodations in their

hearts. Their response is not atheism. It isn’t defiance. It’s preoccupation and the feeling of being

able to get on reasonably well without Christ in their lives.

Hostility?

King Herod gave another response. When the wise men arrived in Jerusalem looking for “the King

of the Jews,” Herod appeared to be interested. But afterwards his true response was hostility.

“Destroy him!” Herod raged, “Let him die while he is still in his cradle.” In his jealous frenzy, he

gave the order to kill every male child in Bethlehem from birth to two (Matthew 2:16), just to make

sure the newborn was destroyed!

 

That hostile response grew and swelled until one day it became a mad mob’s terrifying roar toward

Jesus the man: “Let him be crucified! Let him be crucified!” (Matthew 27:22-26).

 

In many parts of the world, this cry is still being shouted. The world objects to Christ, the unique

Son of God, and the Messiah. If he would remain a gentle and mild Jesus, that would be all right.

There is no danger there. Or if he were only a mystical dreamer, or if we could put him in a

stained-glass window and he would never come down to trouble us…then he would be all right.



But a reigning Christ, a life-changing Christ? That is unacceptable to millions of people. Such a

Christ is a menace to their way of life. It strikes at the roots of their independence from God.

Commitment?

But another response was totally different. It came from an old priest in the temple. When the baby

Jesus was brought in to be dedicated to God, Simeon took the child in his arms and said to God,

“Now you are letting your servant depart in peace…for my eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke

2:29-30).

 

Simeon’s answer was the response of commitment. He understood God’s intentions in sending his

only Son to earth. To Simeon, that meant he couldn’t be complacent, too preoccupied to act on the

truth before him. Hostility was the farthest thing from his thoughts. Instead he embraced God’s plan

to provide salvation through his Son’s sacrificial death for us.

 

Have you irrevocably committed yourself to God’s way of salvation as set out in the Bible? “There

is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven…by which we must be

saved…everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 4:12, 10:43). His life-

saving mission was complete when he rose from the dead (Acts 26:23).

 

Many other ways to God are proposed. But Jesus said, “I am the way…no one comes to the

Father except through me” (John 14:6). Are you committed to placing your trust entirely in Christ to

receive God’s forgiveness and eternal life in heaven when this life is over?

 

This is the response I hope you will make this Christmas to God’s greatest gift to all mankind!  
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Steele:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the
Gospel). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important some sort of book A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Alan Sours:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Christmas
Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Donald Tuel:

This A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel) book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel) without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A
Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel) can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel) having excellent arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Melanie Fox:

This book untitled A Christmas Message (Pack of 25) (Proclaiming the Gospel) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.
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