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Meticulously researched and drawing on original source materials written in eight different languages, this
study fills a lacuna in the historiography of Christianity in Japan, which up to now has paid little or no
attention to the experience of women. Focusing on the century between the introduction of Christianity in
Japan by Portuguese Jesuit missionaries in 1549 and the Japanese government's commitment to the
eradication of Christianity in the mid-seventeenth century, this book outlines how women provided crucial
leadership in the spread, nurture, and maintenance of the faith through various apostolic ministries. The
author's research on the religious backgrounds of women from different schools of late medieval Japanese
Shinto-Buddhism sheds light on individual women's choices to embrace or reject the Reformed Catholicism
of the Jesuits, and explores the continuity and discontinuity of their religious expressions. The book is
divided into four sections devoted to an in-depth study of different types of apostolates: nuns (women who
took up monastic vocations), witches (the women leaders of the Shinto-Buddhist tradition who resisted Jesuit
teachings), catechists (women who engaged in ministries of persuasion and conversion), and sisters (women
devoted to missions of mercy). Analyzing primary sources including Jesuit histories, letters and reports,
especially LuÃs FrÃ³is' HistÃ³ria de JapÃ£o, hagiography and family chronicles, each section provides a
broad understanding of how these women, in the context of misogynistic society and theology, utilized
resources from their traditional religions to new Christian adaptations and specific religio-social issues,
creating unique hybrids of Catholicism and Buddhism. The inclusion of Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, and
Japanese texts, many available for the first time in English, and the dramatic conclusion that women were
largely responsible for the trajectory of Christianity in early modern Japan, makes this book an essential
reading for scholars of women's history, religious history, history of Christianity, and Asian history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Griffin:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century,
1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Women
Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World)
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Shirley Henderson:

This Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this
Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women
and Gender in the Early Modern World) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Jerry Schooler:

This Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Women Religious Leaders in Japan's
Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in
ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?



Stacie Schneider:

The book untitled Women Religious Leaders in Japan's Christian Century, 1549-1650 (Women and Gender
in the Early Modern World) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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