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Looking at five of Italo Calvino's often neglected early novels: The Young People of Po, The Cloven
Viscount, The Baron in the Trees, The Non-Existent Knight, and The Watcher, Eugenio Bolongaro argues
that these works, written between 1948 and 1963, contain a sustained meditation on the role of the
intellectual and on the irreducible ethical and political dimension of literature. This meditation provides an
insight into a crucial moment in Calvino's development as a writer, and allows Bolongaro to lay the
groundwork for a more 'political' reading of Calvino's later work.

Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature firmly situates Calvino within his historical context - the
cultural revival of post-World War II Italy - by relating these early novels to Calvino's political and critical
writings which played an important role in the cultural debates of the time. This approach provides a key to
understanding Calvino's work in a new light, ably demonstrating that Calvino's full literary significance
cannot be understood in isolation from the politics and cultural movements of the period. One of the few
book-length English-language works on Calvino's early writings, Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literatur
will prove to be an indispensable tool to Italianists and literary studies scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Rodriguez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Italo Calvino
and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Louis Patrick:

The reason why? Because this Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Caroline Edwards:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies)
was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Raymond Crandall:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) when you
necessary it?
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