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Since the nineteenth century, moral philosophy in the Western world has been dominated by utilitarianism,
Kantianism, and relativism. Only a few philosophers have been able to escape from this Procrustean bed.
Foremost among these few is Nicolai Hartmann (1882-1950). Together with Henri Bergson and Martin
Heidegger, Hartmann was instrumental in restoring metaphysics. Hartmann's metaphysics differs markedly
from that of both Bergson and Heidegger, in his indebtedness to Plato.

In 1926, Hartmann published a massive treatise, Ethik, which was translated into English by Stanton Coit
and published as Ethics in 1932. Ethics is probably the most outstanding treatise on moral philosophy in the
twentieth century. The central concept of the book is "value." Drawing upon the pre-modern view of ethics,
Hartmann maintains that values are objectively given, part and parcel of the order of being. We cannot invent
values, we can merely discover them.

The first part of Ethics is concerned with the structure of ethical phenomena and criticizes utilitarianism,
Kantianism, and relativism as misleading approaches. After some introductory thoughts concerning the
competence of practical philosophy, Hartmann discusses the essence of moral values, including their
absoluteness and ideal being, and the essence of the "ought." Hartmann is both controversial and compelling.
He provides a moral philosophy that rejects the subjectivism of the ruling approaches, without taking
recourse to older theological notions on the foundation of the ethical. In sum: Hartmann's Ethics constitutes
an impressive and preeminent contribution to moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Rice:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Moral Phenomena (Ethics, Vol. 1).

Allison Walters:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Moral Phenomena (Ethics, Vol. 1). You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Moral
Phenomena (Ethics, Vol. 1). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Dennis Lewis:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Moral Phenomena
(Ethics, Vol. 1) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jack Murray:

The book untitled Moral Phenomena (Ethics, Vol. 1) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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