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The Ikhwan al-Safa' (Brethren of Purity), the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity based
in Basra and Baghdad, hold an eminent position in the history of science and philosophy in Islam due to the
wide reception and assimilation of their monumental encyclopaedia, the Rasa 'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (Epistles of
the Brethren of Purity). This compendium contains fifty-two epistles offering synoptic accounts of the
classical sciences and philosophies of the age; divided into four classificatory parts, it treats themes in
mathematics, logic, natural philosophy, psychology, metaphysics, and theology, in addition to didactic
fables. Epistles 39 and 40 return to the Aristotelian philosophy of certain earlier Epistles. Yet the topics taken
up here are considered by the Ikhwan in light of theological issues, affording an occasion to refute
eternalism. Epistle 39 explains movement and rest, the kinds of physical movement, and the species of
moved beings, before introducing the divine Mover and the idea that when He ceases to move the world, it
will end. The highly composite Epistle 40 addresses themes beyond the various types of causes and effects,
including 'divine gifts', God's origination and organization of the world, emanation, and the frequently
invoked analogy of numbers. Drawing heavily on al-Kindi's risala of the same name, the main section of
Epistle 41: 'On the Definitions and Descriptions' conforms to the title, defining variously categorized
phenomena; then follows a diverse range of chapters detailing colours, numbers, ratios, and geometry. The
detailed survey of the world presented in these three Epistles concludes the penultimate section of the
encyclopaedia, on soul and intellect.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Sciences of the Soul and
Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Aaron Jack:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Sciences of the
Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of
Purity) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41
(Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Keith Devine:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Sciences of the Soul and Intellect:
Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Adela Valenti:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of
the Brethren of Purity) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life by this book Sciences of the Soul and Intellect: Part III: An Arabic and English Translation of
Epistles 39-41 (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity). You can more inviting than now.
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