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The fourth largest island in the world and home of the orangutan and flying fox, Sumatra has a long,
colorful, and not widely-known history. First published in Vienna in 1935, Edwin M. Loeb's fascinating
study has served as the only history of the island and its people available in English since William Marsden's
The History of Sumatra appeared in 1783. Even today, it remains the only general book in English to explore
Sumatra as a whole.
Remarkably thorough in its coverage, Sumatra: Its History and People offers detailed accounts of the
economic life, society, and religion of all of Sumatra's regions from Aceh in the north through the lands of
the Batak and Minangkabau to Lampung in the south. Loeb provides an insider's view into the societal
conditions of Sumatra, including land rights, marriage restrictions, totemism, childbirth, puberty ceremonies,
divorce, position of women, cosmology and cosmogony, death and the afterlife, witchcraft, industries, and
much more. The book also covers the islands of Nias, the Mentawei group, and Enggano, and includes a
separate section on archaeology and art.
This invaluable survey of the whole island will particularly appeal to the non-specialist reader in search of
reliable information about this exotic land.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of
Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) content conveys prospect easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you continue to thinking Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Georgetta Watson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Sumatra: Its
History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks)is
the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

James Hudson:

Often the book Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Barbara Folsom:

Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Sumatra: Its History and People (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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