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Originally published in 1960, The Edge of Objectivity helped to establish the history of science as a full-
fledged academic discipline. In the mid-1950s, a young professor at Princeton named Charles Gillispie began
teaching Humanities 304, one of the first undergraduate courses offered anywhere in the world on the history
of science. From Galileo’s analysis of motion to theories of evolution and relativity, Gillispie introduces key
concepts, individuals, and themes. The Edge of Objectivity arose out of this course.

It must have been a lively class. The Edge of Objectivity is pointed, opinionated, and selective. Even at six
hundred pages, the book is, as the title suggests, an essay. Gillispie is unafraid to rate Mendel higher than
Darwin, Maxwell above Faraday. Full of wry turns of phrase, the book effectively captures people and
places. And throughout the book, Gillispie pushes an argument. He views science as the progressive
development of more objective, detached, mathematical ways of viewing the world, and he orchestrates his
characters and ideas around this theme.

This edition of Charles Coulston Gillispie’s landmark book introduces a new generation of readers to his
provocative and enlightening account of the advancement of scientific thought over the course of four
centuries. Since the original publication of The Edge of Objectivity, historians of science have focused
increasingly on the social context of science rather than its internal dynamics, and they have frequently
viewed science more as a threatening instance of power than as an accumulation of knowledge. Nevertheless,
Gillispie’s book remains a sophisticated, fast-moving, idiosyncratic account of the development of scientific
ideas over four hundred years, by one of the founding intellects in the history of science.

Featuring a new foreword by Theodore Porter, who places the work in its intellectual context and the
development of the field, this edition of The Edge of Objectivity is a monumental work by one of the
founding intellects of the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Edge of
Objectivity: An Essay in the History of Scientific Ideas (Princeton Science Library) book because this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Carl Yeates:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Edge of Objectivity:
An Essay in the History of Scientific Ideas (Princeton Science Library), you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a e-book.

Inez Tuller:

Precisely why? Because this The Edge of Objectivity: An Essay in the History of Scientific Ideas (Princeton
Science Library) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Denise Wentzel:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be study. The Edge of Objectivity: An Essay in the History of Scientific Ideas
(Princeton Science Library) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time



problems.
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