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René Descartes's insights into the nature of knowledge and the mind have inspired awe and debate through
the centuries. But while philosophers have sought to understand the ramifications of his theories, they have
paid much less attention to how, exactly, he arrived at his ideas. What twists and turns of his intellect
brought him to his epochal conclusions? How did his personal ambitions and the social conditions of his era
shape his thought? These questions and more are masterfully answered in Stephen Gaukroger's Descartes, a
fascinating look at this most influential of all Renaissance thinkers.
In his quest to retrace Descartes's development as a scientist and philosopher, Gaukroger leaves no stone
unturned. From the great man's first book on music theory (Compendium Musicae) to his masterworks
Discours, Essais, Meditationes, and Principia, from his study of mathematics while attending a Jesuit
college at age ten, through his dying days in the service of Christina, Queen of Sweden, Descartes brims
with penetrating and often surprising insights into the philosopher's life and work. We discover, for example,
that he wasn't as concerned with developing an all-encompassing theory of knowledge as he was with
establishing a natural philosophy that supported the teachings of Copernicus, a man whose work he deeply
admired. We also learn that Descartes was willing to alter his publicly stated views to accommodate church
doctrine--especially after witnessing Galileo's condemnation in 1633. We observe how his personal triumphs
and failures--from his rumored nervous breakdown in 1614, to his joy at the popular reception of Discours
and Essais, to his protracted and very public dispute with the implacable professor Voetius--affected his
intellectual development. Along the way, Gaukroger details how Descartes's theories of metaphysics,
mechanics, cognition, and cosmology have been both championed and distorted by philosophers of all stripes
for over three hundred years. Packed with helpful diagrams and in-depth interpretations of Descartes's most
celebrated works, the book also includes a useful chronology that highlights his important accomplishments
and personal milestones.
Descartes is an exhaustively detailed, magisterial look at the dazzling intellectual achievements of the father
of modern philosophy. Splendidly written by a renowned authority on the subject, it will serve as the
definitive guide to Descartes's thoughts, works, and life for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Here thing why that Descartes: An Intellectual Biography are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Descartes: An Intellectual Biography giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Descartes: An Intellectual Biography. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Descartes: An Intellectual Biography in e-book can be your alternative.

Walter Chacon:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Descartes: An Intellectual Biography, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Jenna Quintana:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Descartes: An Intellectual Biography can be great book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ashley Johnson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Descartes: An Intellectual Biography or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Descartes: An Intellectual Biography to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book



like this.
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