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In Health Care in America, historian John C. Burnham describes changes over four centuries of medicine
and public health in America. Beginning with seventeenth-century concerns over personal and neighborhood
illnesses, Burnham concludes with the arrival of a new epoch in American medicine and health care at the
turn of the twenty-first century.

From the 1600s through the 1990s, Americans turned to a variety of healers, practices, and institutions in
their efforts to prevent and survive epidemics of smallpox, yellow fever, cholera, influenza, polio, and AIDS.
Health care workers in all periods attended births and deaths and cared for people who had injuries,
disabilities, and chronic diseases.

Drawing on primary sources, classic scholarship, and a vast body of recent literature in the history of
medicine and public health, Burnham finds that traditional healing, care, and medicine dominated the United
States until the late nineteenth century, when antiseptic/aseptic surgery and germ theory initiated an
intellectual, social, and technical transformation. He divides the age of modern medicine into several eras:
physiological medicine (1910s–1930s), antibiotics (1930s–1950s), technology (1950s–1960s), environmental
medicine (1970s–1980s), and, beginning around 1990, genetic medicine. The cumulating developments in
each era led to today’s radically altered doctor-patient relationship and the insistent questions that swirl
around the financial cost of health care.

Burnham’s sweeping narrative makes sense of medical practice, medical research, and human frailties and
foibles, opening the door to a new understanding of our current concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Martina White:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Health Care in America. Try to make book Health Care in America
as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Kim Romero:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Health Care in America will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Delmar Stingley:

This Health Care in America are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Health Care in America can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Health Care in America forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Margaret Watt:

The reserve untitled Health Care in America is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Health Care in
America from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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