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Victoria Bricker shows that "history" sometimes rests on mythological foundations and that "myth" can
contain valid historical information. Her book, which isahighly original critique of postconquest
historiography about the Maya, challenges major assumptions about the relationship between myth and
history implicit in structuralist interpretations. The focus of the book is ethnic conflict, atheme that pervades
Mayafolklore and is al'so well documented historically.

The book begins with the Spanish conquest of the Maya. In chapters on the postconquest history of the
Maya, five ethnic conflicts are treated in depth: the Cancuc revolt of 1712, the Quisteil uprising of 1761, the
Totonicapan rebellion of 1820, the Caste War of Y ucatan (1847-1901), and the Chamulan uprising in 1869.
Analytical chapters consider the relationship between historical events and modern folklore about ethnic
conflict. Bricker demonstrates that myths and ritual s emphasize structure at the expense of temporal and
geographical provenience, treating events separated by centuries or thousands of miles as equivalent and
interchangeable.

An unexpected result of Bricker's research is the finding that many seemingly aboriginal elementsin Maya
folklore are actually of postconguest origin, and she showsthat it is possible to determine precisely when
and, more important, why they become part of myth and ritual. Furthermore, she finds that the patterning of
the accretion of eventsin folklore over time provides clues to the function, or meaning, of myth and ritual for
the Maya.

Bricker has made use of many unpublished documents in Spanish, English, and Maya, as well as standard
synthetic historical works. The appendices contain extensive samples of the oral traditions that are explained
by her analysis.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Rideout:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or thisfor al peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Indian Christ, the Indian King:
The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual. All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Edna Pilon:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnicin
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth
and Ritual can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sylvia Dozier:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us hovel, comics, and also
soon. The The Indian Chrigt, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Glen Bass:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate
of Maya Myth and Ritual. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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