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How should our most intimate personal relationships be governed in a liberal society? Should the state
encourage a particular model of family life, or support individuals in their pursuit of personal happiness? To
what extent do people have the right to shape the lives of their offspring? This book examines the questions
at the heart of family law, rethinking the ideas that shape our understanding of the family as a social unit, its
purpose, and the obligations and rights that belong to family members.

The book explores how the governance of personal relationships has depended on the exercise of power,
from the traditional assumptions of patriarchy, where the male head of the family enjoyed full control over
his dependents and descendents, to the ideology of welfarism, where state institutions protect the interests of
the vulnerable at the expense of their close relations. Emerging from these conflicting ideologies comes
today's rights-based culture, where traditional expectations for behavior within a family sit within a new
emphasis on the ability of minorities and traditional dependents to determine the shape of their own lives.

Against this background of shifting power relations, the book explores the inter-relationship between the
legal regulation of people's personal lives and the values of friendship, truth, respect and responsibility. In
doing this, a variety of controversial issues are examined in the light of those values: including the legal
regulation of gay and unmarried heterosexual relationships; freedom of procreation; state supervision over
the exercise of parenthood; the role of fault in divorce law; the way parenthood is allocated; the rights and
responsibilities of parents to control their children; the place of religion in the family; the rights of separated
partners regarding property and of separated parents regarding their children.

Throughout, the book offers a new picture of the intimacy at the center of personal relationships and argues
that only by understanding this intimacy, and its role in human happiness, can we arrive at a true framework
for respecting, and governing, the personal lives of other people.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Spalding:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stand than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Family Law
and Personal Life book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Marjorie Cook:

The knowledge that you get from Family Law and Personal Life will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Family Law and Personal Life giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having that Family Law and Personal Life instantly.

Mary Summers:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Family Law and Personal Life as your daily
resource information.

Jennifer Gallant:

The actual book Family Law and Personal Life has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.
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