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The designs of 18th-century woven silk in England and France exemplified skills acquired over two
millennia: in their range and quality, they have perhaps never been excelled. The artists who supplied their
patterns were well known in their day but, by the 20th century, they had been completely forgotten. Yet
through their work, and that of the weavers, commercial productions intended for ladies' dresses were
transformed into works of art. The Victoria and Albert Museum, London, contains an important and
extensive collection of these silk designs, some bound as they were originally, others loose, and still more as
samples of fabric in pattern books. This book reproduces in over 250 colour plates, a selection of designs,
along with a brief history of the collection, providing a sourcebook of inspiration for designers and a record
for students of costume and textiles. The designs changed with the season and this work illustrates how
fashion evolved, from the extravagances of the "bizarre" silks of the 18th century, through the "lace" patterns
and three-dimensional effects of the 1720s and 1730s, to the Rococo of the 1740s, the stylization of the
1750s and 1760s and, finally, to the Neo-Classicism of the 1770s and later. The diversity in motif and pattern
ranges from floral arabesque to bold stripe, and subtleties of texture contrast with colours as brilliant as they
were two centuries ago.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From the Victoria and Albert
Museum, London. Try to make book Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From the Victoria and Albert
Museum, London as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Virgina Scheffer:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From
the Victoria and Albert Museum, London to read.

India Oakley:

The publication untitled Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From the Victoria and Albert Museum,
London is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Silk Designs of the Eighteenth
Century: From the Victoria and Albert Museum, London from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Anthony Perez:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From the Victoria and Albert Museum, London we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that
book Silk Designs of the Eighteenth Century: From the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. You can more



pleasing than now.
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