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Pamela Tan (Tan Pingmei) left Australia in 1950 as a young Australian born Chinese woman patriotically
attracted to the possibilities of the new China created by the success of the Communist revolution. She
stayed for nearly 30 years, experiencing a roller coaster ride through a period of initial promise followed by a
series of disasters to the country - disasters that inevitably affected her personally. Still she assessed Mao as
'a great man,' but one who 'had exceeded the limit.' Finally, disillusioned with her life in China, Pamela
returned to Australia to start a new life in 1979 and was joined by her Chinese family the following year. She
gradually completed her intellectual and spiritual movement away from the socialist ideals that had long
sustained her in China to the quite different philosophy of Buddhism. In this honest and informative memoir,
Pamela explores her experience, beliefs, confusion, and fear in China, while also providing insight into her
young life in Melbourne that contributed to her quest, and her post-China journey once back in Australia.
Pamela Tan's engrossing story puts a human face on the tortuous history of Mao's China. The very fact that
her story is 'ordinary' provides great testimony to the power of Mao's regime in creating a narrative that
could, to a large degree, be sustained even as one disaster after another engulfed the Chinese people. There is
much to learn from the parallel stories of an individual we can empathize with, and a system that truly
'exceeded the limit.'
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From reader reviews:

Linda Carroll:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese Woman's
Life in China from 1950 to 1979.

Maurice Neely:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese
Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sara Matthews:

The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Alice Navarro:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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