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The first treatment of contemporary thought by the acclaimed cultural critic.

In books lauded as "brilliant,"* "exhilarating,"** and "profound,"*** Roberto Calasso has revealed the
unexpected intersections of ancient and modern through topics ranging from Greek and Indian mythology to
what a legendary African kingdom can tell us about the French Revolution. In this first translation of his
most important essays, Calasso brings his powerful intellect and elegant prose style to bear on the essential
thinkers of our time, providing a sweeping analysis of the current state of Western culture.

"Forty-nine steps" refers to the Talmudic doctrine that there are forty-nine steps to meaning in every passage
of the Torah. Employing this interpretive approach, Calasso offers a "secret history" of European literature
and philosophy in the wake of Nietzsche, Marx, and Freud. Calasso analyzes how figures ranging from
Gustav Flaubert, Gottfried Benn, Karl Kraus, Martin Heidegger, Walter Benjamin, Franz Kafka, Bertolt
Brecht, and Theodor Adorno have contributed to, or been emblematic of, the current state of Western
thought. The book's theme, writ large, is the power of fable-specifically, its persistence in art and literature
despite its exclusion from orthodox philosophy.

In its breadth and the nature of its concerns, The Forty-nine Steps is a philosophical and literary twin to the
widely-praised The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony. Combining erudition with engaging prose and
original insights, Calasso contributes a daring new interpretation of some of the most challenging writers of
the past 150 years.

Roberto Calasso is the author of The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony (1993), The Ruin of Kasch (1994),
Ka (1998), and Literature and the Gods (2000). He is the publisher of Adelphi Edizioni and lives in Milan.

John Shepley is a freelance writer and translator who lives in New York City. His translation of Pasolini's
Roman Nights and Other Stories won the first Italo Calvino Translation Award in 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Forty-Nine Steps.

Otis Kozlowski:

The book The Forty-Nine Steps make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Forty-Nine Steps to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Forty-Nine
Steps. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Will Cathcart:

This The Forty-Nine Steps is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Forty-Nine Steps in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Violet Shook:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Forty-Nine Steps is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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