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The Murthly Hours consists of two parts: a book of hours of the end of the thirteenth century preceded by
twenty-three slightly earlier miniatures of Old and New Testament scenes surviving from another book,
probably a psalter. It is therefore one of the earliest books of hours, written before the greater standardization
of text and decoration during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The book was a special commission and
reflects the interests and devotions of its first owner, a lady apparently from the Worcester area whose
portrait appears in one of the initials. The choice of feasts in the calendar and the choice of saints invoked in
the litany reflects the owner's taste. They show how the book was used and can tell us something about
secular devotions and literacy among the aristocracy in England and the West of Scotland in the later Middle
Ages. The book also contains the second oldest surviving pieces of Gaelic which can be said with certainty
to have been written in Scotland rather than in Ireland. They were written phonetically by someone not
trained to write Gaelic and one piece has been identified as a form of charm.

John Higgitt recounts the provenance of this magnificent work of medieval art and its recent rediscovery and
purchase by the National Library of Scotland. He discusses the writing, decoration, and style of illumination
and the particular influence of the Paris school on the manuscript artists. The author presents the first
interpretive study which will be of interest to historians of art, liturgy, and medieval literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

The book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West
(British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy,
and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and
Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Shepard:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and
the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of The
Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library
Studies in Medieval Culture) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British
Library Studies in Medieval Culture) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Timothy Austin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and
Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.



Alberta Keyes:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Murthly Hours: Devotion,
Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture)
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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